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Contact: Jerry O’Malley, UM Dining Services, 406-243-6433.
DINING SERVICES WINS SILVER IN CATERING CONTEST 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana’s University Dining Services recently won the Silver 
Award from the National Association of College and University Food Services for a 
catering event it designed to showcase sustainable practices.
The submission, “A Farm to College Wedding,” received second place in the 
Catering-Special Event category of the 2008 Loyal E. Horton Dining Awards contest that 
was judged in late April. The entry was presented in book format and featured a custom- 
built wooden binder designed to resemble an antique vegetable crate.
University Dining Services designed the event based on UM’s Farm to College 
Program guidelines, which emphasize the use of locally and regionally produced foods 
and beverages. University Catering Services now offers this option to students, staff and 
alumni who plan catering events.
All of the winning entries will be displayed at the NACUFS national conference 
July 8-11 in Washington, D.C. Dining Services will accept its award at the regional 






Contact: Jerry O’Malley, UM Dining Services, 406-243-6433.
UM EXECUTIVE CHEF HONORED WITH ANNUAL AWARD 
MISSOULA -
Tom Siegel, a certified executive chef of University of Montana University 
Dining Services, recently was named “Chef of the Year.”
The Montana Chefs Association, the local chapter of the American Culinary 
Federation, made the announcement at its annual Chef of the Year Dinner on June 13.
The award recognizes Siegel for his dedication to ACF members and his passion 
for the culinary profession. He has been an ACF member since 1995 and received Chef 
of the Year honors for the first time that same year.
Since 1978, Siegel has devoted his career to educating UM guests and staff 
members about culinary issues, international cuisine and sustainable food practices. He 
has won numerous regional, national and international culinary awards individually and 
on behalf of UM.
Siegel helped create the Dining Services Culinary Faculty, which is dedicated to 
staff training and the betterment of cuisine on campus. His leadership in University 
Dining Services has set a high standard for on-campus dining. He was instrumental in the 
establishing the Culinary Professional Career Ladder that is used throughout the Montana 
University System.
Also an accomplished ice carver, Siegel earned a silver medal in the ACF Inland 
Northwest Culinary Competition by fashioning a one-sixth-scale baby grand piano out of 
a 300-pound block of ice.
June 25, 2008
Siegel’s background includes an extensive culinary arts education. He attended the 
Coselli School in Italy and The Culinary Institute of America in St. Helena, Calif. Pursuing his 
current passion for Mexican cuisine, he recently attended the Instituto Gastronomico de 
Queretaro and has twice attended the Sazon cooking school in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico.
###
JO/js
062508sieg
Local
